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HONORING MEMBERS OF ARMED 

FORCES AND FEDERAL CIVILIAN 
EMPLOYEES WHO SERVED NA-
TION DURING VIETNAM ERA AND 
FAMILIES OF THOSE INDIVID-
UALS WHO LOST THEIR LIVES 
OR REMAIN UNACCOUNTED FOR 
OR WERE INJURED DURING 
THAT ERA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 10, 2000

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H. Con. Res. 228. 

This bill recognizes and honors the sacrifice 
of our Vietnam-era veterans, their families, 
and those who are still unaccounted for and 
remain missing. 

It is important for our nation to never forget 
the service of these military personnel. 

Over 3.5 million U.S. military personnel 
served in the Republic of Vietnam and South-
east Asia, and millions more served around 
the world during the Vietnam era. 

As a Vietnam Veteran, I am proud of the 
service of these men and women. 

I saw first hand their incredible commitment 
and unwavering dedication to our national de-
fense and American ideals. 

After a quarter of a century since the end of 
the Vietnam War, it is important for all Ameri-
cans to reflect on the incredible sacrifices 
made by these veterans who stood up to com-
munism in Southeast Asia and around the 
world. 

Our Vietnam-era veterans are heroes for 
their incredible courage and bravery both here 
in the United States and while deployed over-
seas. 

They fought for freedom during a time when 
public support for their efforts was divided. 

They returned to a nation that unfortunately 
did not welcome them back with the gratitude 
they deserved. 

This was after they had withstood some of 
the most vicious and difficult combat condi-
tions imaginable. 

The effects of these circumstances on the 
lives of our Vietnam-era veterans and their 
families can never be fully measured. 

Therefore, let us never forget the honorable 
service of our Vietnam-era veterans, and the 
heavy price paid by their friends and families. 

Their sacrifice paved the way for the free-
dom and security we enjoy today, and no 
American should take for granted their willing-
ness to serve in support of our national secu-
rity and to turn back the tide of totalitarianism. 

This resolution serves as a strong reminder 
of our gratitude to our Vietnam-era Veterans 
and to our soldiers currently deployed around 
the world. 

It sends a message that we will never forget 
the memory of those who paid the ultimate 
price for the cause of freedom, and maintains 
our commitment to those who remain unac-
counted for and are still missing. 

Let this bill strengthen our resolve on behalf 
of our Vietnam-era veterans and their families, 
and serve as an expression of our apprecia-
tion and gratitude. 

As someone who serves on the House 
Armed Services and Veterans’ Affairs Commit-
tees, I salute our Vietnam-era Veterans and 
am proud to co-sponsor this legislation.
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HONORING THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOWER MERION IN MONT-
GOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYL-
VANIA 

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 11, 2000

Mr. HOEFFEL. Today I congratulate the 
township of Lower Merion in Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania on its 100th anniver-
sary. On March 5, 1900 Lower Merion formed 
what has become a model township govern-
ment in Montgomery County. 

Lower Merion’s roots extend to 1682 when 
Welsh Quakers were granted a tract of land 
by William Penn just outside Philadelphia. In 
1713, Lower Merion established an inde-
pendent Township with about 52 landholders 
and tenants. The 1850s brought rapid change 
to Lower Merion with the advent of the railroad 
and marked the birth of the area known today 
as the ‘‘Main Line.’’ Philadelphians soon 
began settling in the township and commuting 
to Philadelphia. In 1900, the Township was in-
corporated as a Township of the First Class. 

The citizens of the township of Lower 
Merion have many achievements of which to 
be proud. They have a deep sense of civic 
pride and involvement. In fact, the Township 
maintains a ‘‘Community Resources Leader-
ship Bank’’ of citizens interested in partici-
pating in Township Boards or Commissions. 
This innovation and vision distinguishes Lower 
Merion and it remains one of the most pro-
gressive townships in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

Township officials in Lower Merion are 
deeply committed to the environment. Through 
open space conservation and environmental 
protection, the Lower Merion Township contin-
ually works to improve the quality of life for its 
residents. Lower Merion officials have dem-
onstrated a strong commitment to their 
schools and community, and the township has 
one of the highest ranking school systems in 
Pennsylvania. 

I am proud to represent such an extraor-
dinary municipality. This anniversary should 
serve as a tribute to hard work and dedication 
for all who have made the Lower Merion 
Township the place it is.
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HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF SANTA 
BARBARA 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 11, 2000

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I com-
memorate the 150th Anniversary of the City of 
Santa Barbara. This past Sunday, I was hon-
ored to join the citizens of Santa Barbara in 

celebrating the rich history and legacy of our 
community. 

Santa Barbara is a vibrantly diverse city that 
draws its heritage from the Chumash, Span-
ish, Mexican, American and European peo-
ples. Although the incorporation of the city 
was in 1850, there are other milestones that 
preceded this date. The community was 
named in 1602 by Sebastian Vizcaino, a 
Spanish employer, who came to the area on 
Saint Barbara’s day. In 1782, the King of 
Spain directed that a presidio be constructed 
in Santa Barbara and in 1786, the Mission 
was founded. Both the Presidio and the Mis-
sion hold much cultural significance to the citi-
zens of Santa Barbara today and serve as an 
important reminder of our shared history. In 
1850, a charter was adopted by a vote of the 
citizens and established Santa Barbara as one 
of the five California charter cities. As a char-
ter city, the citizens of Santa Barbara enjoy 
‘‘home rule’’ and as a result, the city is a 
model of how a community can preserve and 
sustain a high quality of life for its people. 

Today, Santa Barbara boasts strong public 
and private schools, the nationally recognized 
University of California, Santa Barbara, 
Westmont College and Santa Barbara City 
College, as well as thriving small businesses, 
high-tech and tourism industries. But above 
all, as Santa Barbarans, we pride ourselves 
on the beauty of our environment and the 
quaint charm of our community. The impor-
tance of clean water, clean air and open 
spaces has long been recognized as a key to 
our community’s success and we remain com-
mitted to protecting the unparalleled beauty 
that Santa Barbara possesses today. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very honored to rep-
resent Santa Barbara in Congress and I ask 
that my colleagues join me in celebrating the 
many achievements of the citizens of Santa 
Barbara and the contributions that the city has 
made to America. We wish the community of 
Santa Barbara 150 more years of success and 
prosperity.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 11, 2000

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, due to what may 
have been a technical difficulty, I was not re-
corded on rollcall vote 114. Had I been re-
corded, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
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HONORING THE SOUTHERLAND 
HEAD START PROGRAM ON 
THEIR 35TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. NICK LAMPSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 11, 2000

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, today I con-
gratulate the Southerland Head Start program 
on their 35th Anniversary. For thirty-five years 
this school has been serving children in need 
and making sure that they have the resources 
necessary for a successful educational future. 

VerDate jul 14 2003 15:12 Aug 17, 2004 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR00\E11AP0.000 E11AP0


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T09:57:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




